
English Department 

Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, September 5, 2017 

Lytle 228, 11 a.m. 

(acting secretary: Voccola) 

 

New Business 

 

 Welcome back! 

 Approval of minutes from May 2, 2017, department meeting 

 New temporary colleagues: Stacey Burch (PT), Khyla Flores (FT), Andrew McElhinney (PT) 

 Department committee list (Bleach) 

 Department curriculum review progress reports (Shaw & Voccola, Forsyth & Walters, 

Downing & Lynch-Biniek, Bleach & Hartman) 

 

Announcements/Reports 

 

 University Writing Center (Pytleski) 

 Honors & Awards (Pytleski): list of awards will be sent out early this year so people can 

consider recommending Fall, as well as Spring, students; judges and presenters needed 

 Website (Folk, McClure) 

 EAPSU Conference (Nurczynski) 

 Faculty Research Brown-Bag Series (Forsyth) 

 Social Committee (Walters): don’t forget to contribute 

 Film & media studies scholar Chris Robé “Video Activism in a Neoliberal Age” on Thursday, 

September 14, 11-11:50 a.m., in DF 100 

 Novelist, screenwriter, and game designer Chuck Wending talk and q & a on Thursday, 

September 28, 11-11:50 a.m., in AF 103 

 

  



Kutztown University English Department 

Minutes of Meeting May 2, 2017, 11 a.m., Ly 228 
Acting Secretary:  Ray Tumbleson 
 
Attending:  Ellesia Blaque, Tony Bleach, Janice Chernekoff, Ed Christian, Anne 
Delong, Todd Dodson, Mike Downing, Kristina Fennelly, Moe Folk, Jennifer 
Forsyth, Margaux Griffith, Kathleen Hartman, Sandi Leonard, Amy Lynch-Biniek, 
Bob Kilker, Kevin Mahoney, Nicole McClure, Tom McNally, Claire McQuerry, 
Melissa Nurczynski, Patty Pytleski, Rashi Rohatgi, John Ronan, Jonathan Shaw, 
Ray Tumbleson, Jeff Voccola, Patrick Walters, Chris Weedman 
 
The first event of the meeting was a screening by Vogel of a new promotional 
video for the English Department.  Responses were enthusiastic, and he 
reported that it was a hit at two student recruitment meetings. 
 
The second event was the department photo:  mission accomplished! 
 
For once, approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was not the first 
order of business, but it occurred now, with a few corrections, the month 
revised from March to April and three names added that were mistakenly 
absent.  Downing moved and Forsyth seconded approval. 
 
Next Vogel reminded everyone again of the impending renovation of Lytle Hall 
this summer and measures we must take to adapt. 
 
A change in title of Eng 593 from 20th Century British Novel to 20th Century 
British and Irish Novel, in light of the longtime prominence of James Joyce in 
the course was moved by Blaque, seconded by Forsyth, and approved 
unanimously. 
 
Revision of the checksheet for the new Digital Communications and New Media 
minor was moved by Forsyth, seconded by Shaw, and approved unanimously. 
 
A request was made for summer content for the English Department website. 
 
What to do about placement for Eng 025 in the light of the cancellation of Eng 
022 for the fall was discussed.  Lynch-Biniek said that since the provost caused 
the problem, it’s the provost’s problem to fix. 
 
In the major topic of the meeting, in terms of time devoted, although no vote 
was involved or necessary, Voccola and Shaw, with a follow-up by Vogel, 
informed the department about the net results of the many hours and meetings 
devoted this year to revising the Curriculum Review checksheets for the 
Professional Writing and English groups.  Voccola informed the meeting that 
the Professional Writing group has made decisions on the required courses for 



the revised major. As it stands now, students will be required to take WRI 208, 
211, and 213, in addition to the two ENG courses decided upon by the English 
department. The group is still considering additional requirements for the 
electives section (Section III). We will be working with course outcomes over the 
summer and hope to make final decisions for the revision in fall 2017.  Shaw 
explained that the many meetings about revising the English program were 
“intense but collegial” and resulted in a shift in objectives from coverage of 
content to an outcomes-based system, as well as an integration of literature and 
CRLS programs.  With two 100-level courses required, three 200-level, and five 
300-level, the coherence of course levels has been restored that had been 
largely lost over the incremental, inchoate alterations over preceding years.  
Vogel added that a “scaffolding” of various levels of outcomes and 
achievements will accompany courses’ levels, and that the UCC September 
deadline won’t be met for the program to begin in Fall 2018, so it will start in 
Fall 2019, but that’s actually just as well because this way we’ll be able to see 
how General Education will be changed before we finalize our own changes.  
Blaque added that we need to meet with the Education school before we finalize 
matters affecting the English Education program. 
 
Finally, with almost no time left, the Individualized Instructions (II) and 
Independent Studies (IS) were bundled together for a single vote and passed 
unanimously, after Forsyth moved and Blaque seconded the motion for 
approval. 
 
There were few Announcements/Reports, and those that there were went 
undiscussed due to time constraints. 


