
English Department 

Meeting Agenda 

October 3, 2017 

Lytle 228, 11 am 

(acting secretary: Williams) 

 

New Business 

 

APSCUF Rep Council, Kilker nominated.  

 

Gen Ed Discussion, Questions, Concerns 

 Ellesia’s memo of discussion at LASCC  

 ENG & WRI Electives and Prereqs for Gen Ed Courses (Shaw/Voccola) 

 Anybody interested in First Year Seminar? (Vogel) 

 

CMP 100 (Lynch-Biniek) 

 

Public Relations Checksheet, PR Research, PR Internship, and PR Capstone classes (O’Brien)  

 

ENG 146 Ireland’s Literary Landscapes (Vogel) 

 

DPC (Hartman/Wiliams) 

 

  

Announcements/Reports 

 

Senate (Ronan) 

 

Writing Center: New location: RL 100c; New Hours: M-Th 11-9, F:11-5, Sun 2-9 (Pytleski) 

 

Honors and Awards: List in mailboxes this week. Please keep fall students in mind too, even 

though the awards are in April (Pytleski) 

 

University Food Pantry (Leonard) 

 

  

  



English Department Meeting Minutes 

September 5, 2017 

Acting Secretary: Jeffrey Voccola 

 

Attending: Ellesia Blaque, Tony Bleach, Ed Christian, Anne Delong, Todd Dodson, Mike Downing, Moe 

Folk, Jennifer Forsyth, Margaux Griffith, Kathleen Hartman, Curt Herr, Bob Kilker, Sandra Leonard, 

Amy Lynch-Biniek, Kevin Mahoney, Amanda Morris, Melissa Nurczynski, Amy O’Brien, John Ronan, 

Jonathan Shaw, Jeff Voccola, Patrick Walters, Todd Williams 

 

Excused:  Nicole McClure, Claire McQuerry, Patty Pytleski 

 

Forsyth made a motion to approve the May 2, 2017 minutes. Lynch-Biniek seconded. Motion approved. 

 

New Business 

 

Bleach introduced new faculty: Stacey Burch, Khyla Flores, Andrew McElhinney. He announced that the 

committee list is forthcoming. 

 

New Gen. Ed. and CMP Classes 

Lynch-Biniek discussed the new general education model, which includes CMP courses. The model keeps 

changing but the committee has decided on CMP as the new prefix for composition. Students will take 

two CMP courses, a 100 and 200 level (which are focused on writing), as well as another class in speech 

and a fourth in speech or writing.  

 

It has been decided that any program from any department can teach a CMP course, so non-English 

faculty will likely need training and guidance to be effective. CMP would need resources and a Writing 

Across the Curriculum Director.  

 

The ENG 023 prefix will no longer exist, but Lynch-Biniek’s new proposal for the class will be applied to 

CMP 101. Any English 023 prerequisites will have to be changed to CMP 101 or removed. The committee 

wants no overlap with majors. Therefore, if a class is required for the ENG major, it cannot be a CMP 

class. It cannot be cross-listed or counted twice on the check sheet.  

 

Morris stated that, as APSCUF president, she filed a policy grievance for the Gen. Ed. change. While the 

new model is promising, the concern is that the revision is moving too quickly and that there are too 

many questions about how this will affect students. Faculty will need time to revise courses, so APSCUF 

would like the committee to slow down. Morris plans to present the grievance today at Meet and 

Discuss.  

 

Herr asked how the Gen. Ed. changes will affect staffing. Since anyone can teach CMP, it’s unclear if jobs 

will be lost or if there will be a need for more writing faculty.  

 



There is also a concern that faculty in other departments won’t want to teach these classes. Who will 

decide who teaches CMP courses? Could faculty possibly be assigned to under-enrolled classes? Shaw 

questioned where CMP would be housed.  

 

Department Curriculum Review 

The groups have not met for the fall 2017 semester, so there is no new information since the May 

department meeting.  

 

Shaw mentioned progress on the ENG curriculum revision. He talked about the proposed diversity 

requirement for the major. ENG group meets tomorrow.  

 

Forsyth met with Walters regarding the first-year seminar. 

 

Lynch discussed making sample syllabi for the first-year courses. 

 

Hartman discussed progress on the internship and the question of whether to take Professional Seminar 

before or after the internship. 

 

Announcements 

 

 The University Writing Center has moved to RL 100. Faculty can email Pytleski for appointments. 
 

 Pytleski needs judges and presenters for the English Department awards. She will send out the 
submission guidelines soon. 

  

 Folk asked that faculty send him materials to be posted on the English website, such as faculty 
and student profiles. Currently there is no student intern working on the website, but he hopes 
to find one for next semester. 

 

 Forsyth announced the English Faculty Research Brown Bag Series, which is currently looking for 
speakers. The group will meet on October 11 and November 1 in Lytle 136 and on February 7, 
March 7, and April 18 in Lytle 206. All meetings take place on Wednesdays at noon.  

 

 Nurczinsky announced the upcoming EAPSU conference at KU, which is a month away. She 
asked faculty to volunteer as moderators. Ted Conover will be speaking at the conference.  

 

 Walters asked for Social Committee contributions for the semester: $25. 
 

 This year’s Totally Hip Theater Trip will be to Harvey Fierstein’s Torch Song Trilogy on October 
18. Tickets are $37.  

 

 Film and Media Studies scholar Chris Robe is coming to campus on Thursday, September 14 at 
11:00 in DF 100. He will discuss “Video Activism in a Neoliberal Age.” 



 

 Novelist, screenwriter, and game designer Chuck Wendig will come to KU on September 28 at 
11:00 in AF 103 

 

 There will be a DPC Meeting September 20th at noon in Lytle 136. An email reminder will be sent 
by Kathy Hartman.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:50.   

 


